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essential parts of the military organisation, the
tolerance which older men willingly accord to
youth might well be extended to him, albeit his
behaviour often caused a good deal of unnecessary
trouble. But the utmost limit of generosity
could not be made to palliate the conduct of a
youth, who, out of sheer wantonness of spirit,
encouraged a mutiny in his own army, and thus
threatened to involve others in the consequences
of his own folly. Englishmen would naturally
resent his behaviour to British officers of whose
work they were justly proud. Neither would
his conduct commend itself to the French. The
latter, indeed, were directly interested in exalting
the efficiency of the native army. If the Egyptian
military machine were shattered, one of the main
arguments on which they relied for demonstrating
the absence of any need of a British garrison in
Egypt would disappear. The Sultan was in
much the same position as the French. Those
Powers who were friendly to the British occupa-
tion of the country would see in the Khedive's
conduct an additional reason for its continuance.
The Egyptian Ministers would be unable to
defend the Khedive. Biaz Pasha, more especially,
knew from personal experience something of the
confusion vhich results from a mutiny in the
axtay,: However dedrous he might be of aff<xrdiag;
support to the Aaglophobe policy of tlie